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Apartment
demolition

under way

vesore' to make way
for low-income housing

By David Mark
Starr WRITER
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Destruction began in earnest Friday, with
a wrecking ball bash-
..  ingwalls and win-
The demelition dows at Lalék Ellen
Village on San
could not have Bernardino Road. The
come sooner for L] has
een vacant since
_ some West oo _
Covina residents, Sogletime next
week, construction
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space. the ceremonial drop-
ping of the 5,000-
pound wrecking ball. Officials welcomed
what they said would be an important addi-
tion of housing for low- ::lho'ne and senior
residents.
“This is neighborhood housing,” said City
Councilvoman Kathy Howard.

“P‘ T EST COVINA — With the start of

Piease turn to TOWER / AS:

e -
1

Sta;’f phote by MIKE MULLEI‘I
A WRECKING BALL slams into the Lark Ellen building Friday. The
long-vacant complex is being torn down to make way for housing.
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Wang said the cost of reha-
bilitating the existing building
would have been nearly the
same as demolishing it and put-
ting up a new one.

In a public-private partner-
ship, the city will pay about $4

million of the project’s cost.-

The remaining funds will come
from federal and state sources,
along with the real estate firm
of Thomas Safran & Associates.

Howard said the project will
satisfy West Covina's federal
set-aside requirements for low-
ineome housing. Leases are be-
ing reserved now, even though
the new bhuilding will not be
ready for another year.

The demolition could not
have come sooner for some
West Covina residents, who
have long considered Lark El-
len an eyesore and a waste of
space. The building, with faded
aqua and white tiles, has stood
out in a neighborhood of single
and two-story houses and apart-
ment complexes.

Richard Cellian, who lives
near the project, said the site
should be put to some use after
11 years of being vacant.

“It’s been standing here emp-
ty, so it's probably a good
thing,”" he said.

Howard said it was time for
the old building to go for aes-
thetic reasons.

“The building has been look-

ing bad for some timé," she
said.

“The demolitien is scheduled |
to last about four days. Work-
ers plan to recycle the concrete

and steel salvaged from the old
building.




